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1. History of terror against believers and religious organizationseiasternUkraine

With the armed aggression tiie Russian Federationhe situation in regard to human
rights, including religious freedom, has radically changed in the territories of Ukraine
occupied by Russian troops and Rusdianked militarized forces. Russia's direct military
intervention began with the occupation ofi¢ Ukrainian Crimean peninsula in February
2014 and continued witlts covert subversive and provocative actiegin the East and
South of UkraineHowever, since July 2014, the Ukrainian government's attempts to
stabilize the situation irthe Donetsk ad Luhansk regionfiave beencountered by
Russian regular troops with their heavy artillery and multiple launch rocket systems,
which were used in military operations (often without identification marks) against the
law enforcement authorities and militafgrcesof Ukraine

As soon as power in Donetsk was seized byRussian separatisie April 2014, the
Institute for Religious Freedorneganto be reliably informed about the facts of religious
intolerance, in particular about anBemitic leaflets fromthe leaders of the self
LINEOf F AYSR G52y Si&l | YR 2 K@ §fecedamtBddadigiotsl O
motivated crimes Kidnapping and illegal imprisonmengmotional abuse physical
torture and even murdes of unwelcome clergymen and believers ahon-traditional
denominationsg ¢ all thishas becomea real nightmare for local religious communities
that did notexperiencesuch persecution even during the Soviet tertiones. This was
also accompanied by the seizureabiurchesand house®f worshig some ofwhich were
used as fiing positions and barracks fomilitants, mercenariesand regular Russian
troops.

The Institute for Religious Freedom has presented the specific facts of such crimes in
several of its publications, as follows:

1 Terrorists kidnapped, tortad and threatened believers irastern Ukrainé

T Chronicle of terro. Religious persecution Byussian militants in east Ukrainé

These facts and other personal testimonies of victims
religious persecution ieasternUkraine are documented |
the report &When God Beanesthe Weapo#g® prepared by
a coalition of human rights organizations based on t
results of monitoring visits and personal interviews with t
victims. Since that report was published as early as A
2015, the presentReport aims to show the curren
situation and trends in regard teeligious freedom in the
occupied territories ofthe Donetsk and Lansk regions,
analyse and recommendsomeactions to protect believers
from further harassment.

WHEN GOD BECOMES T

Persecution based on religious beliefs

o nternationa
~davc Partnership|
SOLIDARITY *Human Rights

! Availableat: https://goo.gl/ig5PCPv
% Available athttps://goo.gl/3BA8iv
% Available athttps://goo.gl/9ZFAFh
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2. An overview of the religious situation ieasternUkraine:

before and after the armed aggression of Russia

Religious pluralism, the participation of religious organizations in public life and the
provision of religious rights according to international standards of freedom of religion
or belief ¢ that is what the believers in the occupied territories edsternUkraine are
currently deprived of. All these benefits of Ukraine as a democratic state, acquired and
developed since the proclamation of independence in 1991, are now available to the
res of the population. 1 is, n particular, possil for religious communities to operate
without state registration, including the printing and distribution of religious literature

to organize peaceful public gatherings teach their religion tachildren and adultsand

to disseminate their beliefs through the media and take part in public life.

Religious diversityas also characteristic of theastern Ukrainian regions. According to

official statistics, at the beginning of 2014 (before the Russianmaton) there were

1,797 religious organizations the Donetsk regionOf these: 762rthodox parishes of

the Moscow Patriarchate, 366 Evangelical Christian communities (Pentecostals,
Charismaticsetc.), 186 Christian Baptishurches, 860rthodox parishes othe Kyivan
Patriarchate, 83 Jehovah's Witnesses organizations, 49 Selaytdventist churches,

38 Muslim communities, 36 Greek Catholic parishes, 19 Jewish communities, 14 Catholic
LI NA&aKSas> mn . dZRRKAAG uhive® y YNRAKYIl F2ff2
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Religious communitie@lenominationalstructurein the Donetsk regiomt the beginning of 2014

There were 835 religious organizatiomsthe Luhansk regionThey were 423 Moscow
Patriarchate Orthodox parishes131 Evangelical Christian communities (Pentecostals,
Charismaticsetc.) 99 Baptistchurches 35 KyivanPatriarchat€) @rthodox parishes39
SeventhDay Adventist churche28 Jehovah's Witnesses organizatipig Jewishcom:
munities 13 Muslim communities6 Greek Catholic parishe§ Buddhist communitied

* Official statistics of the Ministry of Culture Bkraine:https://goo.gl/Mtsezq
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In the example ofthe Donetsk region, it is obvious that despite the Orthodox-self
identification of the majority of Ukrainiag the diversity of other denominations was
presentin this region And although the number of Orthodgarishesof the Moscow
Patriarchatetook a prominent place irthe Donetsk region (42% of the total), at the
same time, one third of all religious communities were the Evangelical Christians of
different denominations33%) and Orthodogarishesof the Kyivan Patriarchate (11%).

However, the Russiabacked militans almostat oncebegan to establish their power by
combating thedissent:no manifestations of loyalty to both the Ukrainian government
and Ukraine as a statend nationwere tolerated On the other hand, apart from the
motive of winning increasinmfluence through terror, Russian propaganda populatize
the myth that the Ukrainian authorities oppress the Orthodoxy of the Moscow
Patriarchateand Russian langige, andthat was whythey allegedly demaret armed
protection. Deceitfulpropagandahas greatlyinfluenced the attitude ofRussiarbacked
militants, mercenariesand separatiststowards believersof other denominations And
some of them, for example, illegal detachments of thecatied éRussian Orthodox
Armye and Russian Cossack detachments, in particular,éest Glorious Legion of
Doné openly set out to build ao-calledéOrthodoxa (i | i tBeéoccupied territoris.

Gtk SNB ok &0z ¥ fs Orth@dgxp Begausie tokik up armssso: that we
could havean Orthodox:states

In this mannera militant of the sefLIN2 Of A YSR G5t wé¢ O2YYSyid:
towards other denominations ta VICE News correspondent in March 2015. He added

that he would not have allowed SA G KSNJ . | LJG A & (0 & Zor Qadblit¥F K 2 F 1 K
DNB S| / totekrd fo thér&hurches and houses of worship

parms so that we could
have an Orthodox state.

‘,.. “ E) I . ‘
A LR )

Interview of the "DPR" militant on the background of the building of the "Word of Life" Bib
Institute of the Ukrainian Christian EvangeliChurch, seized by the separatists in August 20!

® Secret Protestant Churches in Donetsk: Ukraine's Religious WaN®&Ehttps://youtu.be/mhEe2PSaEWO0
5
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The above mentioned dominance oOrthodox parishes ofthe Moscow Patriarchatén
eastern Ukraine refutes the thesis of Russian propagandists on the justification of
military intervention by the motives for the protection of Orthodox believers, since the
Ukrainan government in every way providedligiousfreedom for any denomination
here. Instead, the occupation authorities imitated Russian experience, using a religious
factor to strengthen theiillegalpower. An example was the methods of terror of pro
Ukranian communities and the elimination of any opposition and dissent which were
used by the Russian authorities in occupied Crifhea

As a resultafter the influence of Russithe residents of the nofgovernment controlled
Ukrainian territories othe Donetsk and Luhansk regions found themselves isolated from
law and order, out of the influence afomesticand international human rightbased
approaches¢ without any guarantees of respect for their human dignity, without
ensuring human rights in generahd freedom of religion in particular.

3. Religiously motivated persecutiogas an instrument
F2N) O2yaz2zftARFGAZY 2F 200dzLId GA2Y | dzi K2 N

Most churches andiaith-basedcommunities in the occupied territories of Donetsk and
Luhansk regions, with the exception O@fthodox parishesof the Moscow Patriarchate,

are now forced to cease their religious activities or to significantly restrict them and to
act in the undergroundln particular, for most denominations, it became impossible to
practice worship in their owriemplesor houses of worship either because thegtigious
buildings were seized by the occupation authorities, or because of the threat of
identification and futher prosecution of parishioner®eaceful seet gatherings (sacred
processions, praying and evangelization events) also became impossible, as well as the
distribution of religious literature, outreach and awareneasssing work amongidsand
youth,andchaplaincy servicn hospitals and penitentiampstitutions.

Both large and smalleligious communities ireastern Ukraine,first of all Evangelical
Christians Orthodox of the Kyivan Patriarchate Greek Catholicsand WS K2 @I K Q&
Witnessesare perceived by the separatists as a threat to their undivided and arbitrary
power. At the same time, the ideological basis of the occupation authorities is the
az2zal02z2g 02y OSLINW2ZNHECADRY adwWazOdi M2y 2 ¢ | ¢/K SINEN
the mainplace is occupied by the Russian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate.

/| 2Y0lFGAYy3 aasSodtas

In May 2015, the head of the sdlINP Of I A YS R & BakharEhertkde8dred bty R

a press conference in Donetsk that only falenominatiors ¢ the Orthodox Church
(Moscow Patriarchate), Catholicism, Islam and Judaiswere recognized by the
occupation authoritiesAll other believers, including the Orthod@hurchof the Kyivan
Patriarchate, Greek Catholics and Evangelical Christians, wedeXcl@sh SR | & G a ScC

® Report of the OSCE Mission assessing the state of human righes@imeanhttps://goo.gl/5syHX2
6


https://goo.gl/5syHX2

4514 Religious Freedom at Gunpoigd s

Later, according to the Russian model, they began to be accused of extremism,
espionage irfavor of Ukraine or the United States, subversive activjtegs., that was
accompanied by illegal arrests and the confiscation of churopgaty.

On December 1, 2016, representatives of theb f ft SR daAyAaaGNBE 2F {
G[ dzKIyal tS2L) SUa wSLlzot A0¢é o[t w0 RSOf I NB
traditional religious organizations, referring to them d&@sectsé which allegedly
represented a security threaif the LPR. There was no specific list dénominatiors

ending up in the crosshairs of tlikPR security forces, but during the press conference

they mentioned the Evangelical Faith Christians (Pentecostats}he Baptist Church

Oppression of the Muslim communities

Religious persecutiors also experienced by Muslims. On June 28, 2018, representatives
of the sacalled Ministry of State Security dDPR M®SDPR raided the mosque al
Amal at 2BerestovskeStreetin Donetsk,confiscatedprayer books and other religious
literature, sealed the premises, and then tothle imam and parishioners of the mosque

to interrogation. Information on the closure of a single mosque in Donetsk was
confirmed by he OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukr&iBarlier, in May 2016, the
occupation authorities of Donetskecognized religious literature of the Spiritual
Directorate of Muslims of Donbas (also called the Donlb4sftiate) as extremist and
banned it from being distributed, and several Muslims of this community were arrested.
The activities of these Muslim communities were banned.

éBefore 2014jn Donetskthere were our communiies and the Islamic!University
branch. However, neither communities-nor univessiperate there any moreé ¢
reported the IRF sheikh Rustam Gafuri,Deputy Mufti of the Religious
Administration of Ukrairan Muslims

Sheikh Said Ismagilov, Mufti of th&a | a a ! Wkeainan Muslims Spiritual Directorate
reported to the IRFthat after Russianoccupation, their communities functioneds
autonomous.He told that subsequently, under the pressure of tliMSSDPRe their
largest community in Donetsk, which carried out a significant amount of spiritual and
charitable activities among Muslimgvas closedAlsq the occupation authorities have
banned the imam of this community from leaving this regikeeping him under their
surveillance Now onlyone of four Muslim communitiess left in the Donetsk regionin
Snizhe. In the occupiedoart of the Lunhanskregion the situation is slightly bettgthere

are still four Muslim communitiesin Luhansk, Stakhanov, Kirovsk aniika.

Other religious minorities

The Church of Jesus Christ of Lattay Saints (Mormons), according to the separatists
themselves, disappeared from the occupiedritory, which is due to complete hostility

to this denomination because of its American origin, and also in connection with the
seizure of all its houses of worship.

"+ ARS2 2 FrepiekeBtatitie/sstatwraent: https://youtu.be/KO3w6jenhM (accessed 31/08/2018)
8 The OSCE SMM to Ukraine neltps://www.osce.org/speciamonitoring-missionto-ukraine/386561

7
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In aprivate interview, a representative of the Buddhist communigported the IRF hat
in the occupied territories, Buddhist communities couidt act publicly and went
underground

3.1.Evangelical Christian&yivan PatriarchateGreek Catholics

WS K 2 @1 K Q & thé riaih ya®eitsiobrdligious persecution

EvangelicalChristians

Baptists Pentecostals Charismatics Adventists and other Evangelical Christians
(Protestant$ are experiencing the greatest oppression by the occupation authorities in
easternUkraine. In 2014 there were frequent reports of illegal arrests, beatings, t@ture
and even the killingof Evangelical Christian pastors and clergymen.

The most brutal of the known facteok placewhen the city ofSbvianskin the Donetsk
region was occupied when the Russianmilitants were commanded bygor Grkin
(Strelkov) a retired Russiammilitary forcesofficer. On June 8, 2014, a group ébiPR
militants arrested Albert and Ruvim Pavenkdwo elder sonsof the pastor of the
Evangelical Faithh@istians/ K dzNUtaisfigiration of the Lotélas well as two deacons
of this ChurchViktor Brodarsky and Volodymyr ®lychko, threateningthem with guns
iImmediatelyafter the worshipservice The following daythe separatists simulated their
death allegedly from the shelling of Ukrainian military forces, blastingpathem with a
grenadedispenseiin a car. Those who survivegkre shotat pointblank range

The "DPR" occupational authorities organized a rally against the "sects" ndaaptissQ
house of worship in the city of Shakhtanskhe Donetsk region, September 29, 2015

8
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The hostile inscriptions and calls to get out were left on the Bagitistise of worship
(Shakhtarslof Donetsk region, September 29, 2015)

Such intimidation took place both in Donetsk and Luhansk: pastors of Evangelical
Christian churches were arrested, beaten, subjected to simulated shooting and other
tortures, and their private homes were barged into and raideét best they were
induced to leave the occupied territories. Thus, the Rusbecked occupation power

strove for full control over the civilian population. Evangelical Christians were perceived

as enemiespWestern spies 2 NNJ A Yy A | afjent® & this 8 Aak & threat to the
occupation authorities. In addition, theeparatistsand Russian militantgre profit-
motivated, because in most cases religious persecutiore@stern Ukraine is closely
related to the desire to take possession of a church prgperthe real estate and

Gl tdzf 6fS &a2dzyR SldzZA LIYSy (allles.06 St A SASNEQ O N&

In an interview for the IRF, Leonid Padun, Senior Bishop of the Ukrainian Christian
Evangelical Church, reported that the Evangelical Christians in the occupi¢okiesrof
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions are actually in the underground:

IRy OS) SR e Oy i &l Ak £2/i0eS i KNG - (bgethdr oA T 2 N
worship, the local religious communities 'have:to/do:it seeretly; without:publicly
announcing the:place of theirmeetings: 1t is/all:the-more dangerous to-hold any
street actvities, to pray and:-preach the: Gospel publicly, or distribute: Christian
literature ¢ all these kinds-of religious activitthave become -dangerous’-for
Evangelical Christians in'this-region. In/addition) theiseized .church:-buildings are

not simply taken-away from: the betievers, but completely-lootéd



